[Degree of familiarity with carcinoma in situ of the testis. A study of a representative selection of established urologists].
By a telephone poll conducted among 143 selected representative urologists in private practice throughout the west German Länder. Via a search for carcinoma in situ of the testicles (CIS, or testicular intra-epithelial neoplasia, TIN), active early detection of testicular germ cell tumors is now possible. Among 143 urologists questioned, 62 claimed to be familiar with testicular CIS. However, only 52% were able correctly to answer one question as to its significance, and only 33% could correctly answer a question on the diagnosis of CIS. Only 28% of all those questioned were able to answer correctly 2 questions about CIS. Knowledge about CIS proved to be inversely correlated with the interval in years since obtaining a licence to practice as a specialist. The poll reveals that, at the present time, too few urologists are familiar with carcinoma in situ of the testicles, and the possibilities of active early detection of testicular tumors.